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On September 17th, US President Joe Biden signed a new executive order
authorizing broad sanctions against all parties “involved in perpetrating the ongoing
conflict in Ethiopia”. Those parties included the Ethiopian Government, the Eritrean
Government, the Tigray People's Liberation Front, and the Amhara Regional
Government. 

This US latest pronouncement is perplexing and disappointing for many reasons. 

Firstly, it places “all parties” under the same umbrella. The Federal Government of
Ethiopia and patriotic Ethiopian organizations are defending themselves from a TPLF
onslaught targeting innocent civilians, including women, children, and other
vulnerable groups in the Amhara and Afar Regions. 

Secondly, the Ethiopian Government and all Ethiopian patriots are fighting against a terrorist organization whose declared
objective is to disintegrate the new free and democratic Ethiopia.

Thirdly, the TPLF triggered the conflict when its forces attacked Ethiopian army bases in Tigray on November 3, 2020, and
carried out ethnic cleansing by murdering innocent Ethiopian soldiers while they were asleep. The TPLF launched rocket
attacks against Bahr Dar, Gondar, and Asmara, targeting cities to inflict mass casualties.

Last, but certainly not least, the TPLF continues to carry out gross violations of human rights, including committing
massacres in areas they occupy in the Amhara and Afar regions. These incidents are all documented by credible
organizations.

As I reported in last month’s newsletter, TPLF forces have displaced millions; destroyed schools, clinics, hospitals, and even
ransacked USAID warehouses. They’ve looted humanitarian aid and confiscated UN vehicles that are assigned to transport
food and medical supplies to Tigray. They have actively blocked and prevented humanitarian assistance from reaching areas
they control in Tigray. Yet, they have committed all these atrocities without meaningful reprimand from the Biden
Administration. When Ethiopia exercised self-defense, the US Administration hit the country with sanctions and now
threatens more punitive actions. We believe such a one-sided policy cannot advance US national interest in the Horn of
Africa. It will also harm US-Ethiopia relations which the American Ethiopian Public Affairs Committee (AEPAC) diligently
works to promote.     

Ethiopians have pleaded with the Biden Administration to adopt a more balanced and unbiased policy in dealing with this
conflict that was unleashed by the TPLF. Ethiopia, as a long-time partner of the United States, deserves more respect than
this, and tarring “all parties” with the same brush shows a lack of understanding for the context of this conflict. 

We call upon all American Ethiopians and American friends of Ethiopia to express your strong disapproval of such
mistreatment of Ethiopia and increase pressure on the Biden Administration to change course. We also call upon
Ethiopian Americans to support candidates running for US Congress who will oppose this policy against Ethiopia
when you exercise your voting rights during the upcoming midterm election in 2022.      
 
Mesfin Tegenu, AEPAC Chairman

Sincerely,

Mesfin Tegenu, AEPAC Chairman
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AEPAC ACTIVITY UPDATE

Archbishops of Ethiopian Orthodox Church Visit US Administration and Congress 
 
A dozen Archbishops of the North American Dioceses of the Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church had a successful two-
day working visit to Washington DC from September 15 to 16, 2021. 
The objective of their visit was to meet and discuss with relevant officials of the Department of State, members of the US
Senate and members of the US House of Representatives, for the USG to adopt a more balanced and fair policy on Ethiopia
and take all necessary actions to maintain the historical relations between peoples of the United States and Ethiopia. 
The archbishops requested the Administration to denounce the TPLF aggression and pressurize them to withdraw their
forces from Afar and Amhara regions. Regarding bilateral economic relations, attention was put on the need to renew
Ethiopia’s eligibility for African Growth and Opportunity Act (AGOA) in 2022. They urged the US officials to engage and
support the legitimate Federal Government of Ethiopia in its efforts to find peaceful solutions to the conflict in the
country.  They stressed that the killing of civilians, indiscriminate targeting of their livelihood and destruction of public
infrastructure including hospitals/clinics, schools and social service institutions, sacred religious sites – many churches (one
of them the 12th century rock- hewn Church in Lalibela) and mosques relief distribution centres and ransacking of
warehouses which are managed by donor countries and non-profit organizations must be stopped immediately and the
culprits be held accountable. 

AEPAC and Partners Develop a Strategy for Conducting Election Campaign for 2022 
AEPAC’s 2022 mid-term election campaign is part and parcel of the grand vision and strategic objective of AEPAC’s raison
d’etre to create a strong and dynamic constituency for US/Ethiopia relations. Consistent with its bylaws that stipulates inter
alia “... support the national political parties and their House and Senate campaigns in connection with issues important to
AEPAC”, AEPAC Board has charted out a strategic plan to conduct and manage a mid-term election of 2022. 
 
In order to realize its objectives, AEPAC in collaboration with its partners has charted out its strategic plan for the mid-term
election cycle of 2022. Accordingly, AEPAC Board has recently formed two Committees- AEPAC Election Research
Committee (ERC) and AEPAC Election Campaign Committee (ECC) - which will lead and coordinate AEPAC’s election
campaigns of 2022. 
 
As a way forward, AEPAC has started consultations with partners, supporters, volunteers, and other members for inclusive
engagement, resource mobilization and use of their votes to influence policy that is in line with the aspirations and wishes of
the community by creating appropriate structures at national, state and district levels.

Media
We have enjoyed significant success in September, building on a good month in August. 
The ‘war room’ was used effectively to brief journalists on during UNGA and on AGOA. This activity ensured outlets had our
messaging and narrative, which helped steer coverage. Including a rare hepful headline in the Washington Post.   

In August we saw a dramatic change in the media narrative, with a change in focus from the Government to the TPLF. The
focus in September has been more balanced following aggressive pushback from the TPLF. That said there have been
some very anti-TPLF pieces published, here are some examples from September:

Ethiopia's Tigray rebels looting aid supplies: US agency - France 24
Rebel forces accused of killing more than 100 civilians in north Ethiopia | Ethiopia | The Guardian
Witnesses accuse Tigray fighters of Kobo killings | News | Al Jazeera
Tigray forces killed 120 civilians in a village in Amhara - Ethiopia officials | Reuters

Our media distribution list continues to develop and is now well over 200 journalists and we continue to develop relationships
with key correspondents covering the conflict. We have made good progress with the BAME and Washington local media in
the past month. 

Notable successes from September include:

A live broadcast interview for the Chairman with CTGN Africa on AGOA.
An on the record interview for the Chairman with Bloomberg.  
An op-ed placed with Black Star News on behalf of  Gebeyehu Ejigu: The Ethiopia Conflict Not Just Another
“International News Item” | Black Star News
An op-ed placed with Forieng Policy News on behalf of Tebabu Assefa: Let’s not make things worse for Ethiopia –
Foreign Policy News
An op-ed placed with the Washington Examiner on behalf of the IRC-NA: The US is hindering the journey to peace in
Ethiopia | Washington Examiner
An interview with the Christian Post following the Archbishop’s visit to Washington DC: Archbishops urge Biden admin.
to be fair in Ethiopian conflict | World News (christianpost.com)
A write up by Africa Intelligence on the Archbishop’s visit: Pro-Abiy diaspora mobilises clerics to lobby Congress
(africaintelligence.com) and Borkena: EOTC Dioceses of North America Press Release (borkena.com) 

In addition, we have drafted a number of other op-eds that are currently in the works. We also issued statements on AGOA,
UNGA and President Biden’s Executive Order.

Digital
The digital output of AEPAC has continued to steadily grow, with multiple branches of work all yielding results. The Twitter
channel has gained over 1800 new followers, meaning that the channel now has over 4,500 followers. In the last 30 days,
AEPAC content on Twitter has appeared in newsfeeds 406K times, retaining an extremely strong presence across channels
since last month. 11.7K likes, comments, shares, and link clicks were generated in this time, which is over a 50% increase
on last month. A continued push of carefully targeted media-based content has retained this strong engagement, with the
beginning of a shift towards personal, story-based narratives driving the largest response. 

The growth of digital channels has backed up work done to contact Congress Representatives via the digital campaign
system, resulting in over 15,000 letters being sent to representatives so far. These letters are a direct line to those who can
action change, so it is heartening to see that so many of the diaspora community has taken up the opportunity to voice their
opinions.

 

NEWS AND CURRENT AFFAIRS

President Biden Signs Executive Order and PM Abiy Responds with an Open Letter 

President Biden on 17 September 2021 signed an executive order (E.O.) establishing a new sanctions regime that
authorizes the United States to target any party responsible for or complicit in actions or policies that are prolonging the
conflict in northern Ethiopia, and those that commit human rights abuses, or obstruct humanitarian access and a ceasefire.
These sanctions are not directed at the people of Ethiopia or Eritrea and have clear exemptions to allow for the continuation
of ongoing development and humanitarian programs.

The sanctions imposed by the Administration, elicited a quick and stern open letter to President Biden from the Ethiopian
Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed.  

The Open Letter said, “Many Ethiopians and Africans looked with optimism at your ascent to the Presidency earlier this year.
This optimism has been rooted in the belief that a new dispensation for Africa – US relations will materialize in 2021, and
that your Presidency would usher in respect for the sovereignty of African nations and nurture partnerships based on mutual
growth and in depth reading of context… As a founding member of the United Nations and the Organization for African Unity
(now African Union), Ethiopia remains a proud nation that through its sons, daughters and kinship with other African nations,
is determined to meet our current challenges with the resilient and indomitable spirit that defines this great nation. 

These two events drew a lot of reactions on the timing, the equivalency of a legitimate government with a group designated
a terrorist by the law of the country, and the biased position the US government is taking despite overt aggression by the
TPLF of late. 

Two, who made their voices heard include, Prof. Al Mariam who condemned the action pm-abiy-ahmed-speaks-truth-to-
superpower-in-an-open-letter-is-joe-biden-listening-by-prof-almariam-september-19-2021 by paralleling this with the British
and French foreign ministers at the time of the League’s decision: Sir Samuel Hoare and Pierre Laval, secretly planned to
divide the country and give a piece to Mussolini (Hoare and Laval lost their jobs as a result) and Dennis Collins who wrote
an op-ed titled: Food Aid as a Weapon in Ethiopia, the Death of US Diplomacy and the Power of Brain Washing for State
Destruction. 
https://medium.com/@dentoncollins/food-aid-the-new-iran-contra-in-ethiopia-and-the-power-of-brain-washing-
3519cc95c525

According Bloomberg Newswire, China criticized a U.S. threat to impose sanctions on Ethiopia over a conflict in the Horn of
Africa nation, saying the government has the ability to resolve its own issues without foreign
interference. https://www.bnnbloomberg.ca/china-opposes-u-s-threat-to-impose-sanctions-on-ethiopia-1.1656282
 
The sanctions “threat” comes on the eve when Ethiopians await the formation of a new government on October 4 after a
successful and democratic election in June 2021, which unanimously elected the Prosperity Party, and when preparing to
observe “Meskel“ a UNESCO inscribed intangible heritage religious holiday of the Ethiopian/Eritrean Orthodox churches
which is in commemoration of the discovery of the True Cross (which Ethiopia claims to have a piece of the True Cross
housed in the mountains of Amba Geshen in Wollo). 

Ex-President of Nigeria, Obasanjo becomes AU special envoy to the HOA 
 
The former President of Nigeria Olusegun Obasanjo becomes Africa Union’s first special envoy to the Horn of Africa. This
decision is part of the African Union’s approach of finding African solutions to African problems to promote peace,
security, stability and political dialogue in all the Horn of Africa region. 

Obasanjo brings with him very rich political experience, and impeccable credentials of keen commitment to the lofty ideals of
Pan-Africanism and regional integration and cooperation, as well as a deep knowledge of the current situation in the Horn of
Africa.

Last June, Obasanjo headed the AU's election observer mission during Ethiopia's election where Abiy won a landslide
victory. 

According to a report by AFP, Tigray People's Liberation Front (TPLF) spokesman Getachew Reda accused the African
Union (AU) of bias, days after the AU appointed the former Nigerian President and accused the AU of "partiality" towards the
Ethiopian government and said it would be "naive to expect this mission to work" (AFP).

Challenges of Access to Humanitarian in the Crisis Prone Areas of Northern Ethiopia  
 
Despite concerning humanitarian aid shortages in Northern Ethiopia, the United Nations is reported to have said hundreds of
aid trucks have not returned from Ethiopia's war-hit Tigray region, and their disappearance is "the primary impediment" to
ramping up the humanitarian response. 
 
According to France24, “Since July 12,  445 large food aids trucks sent to Tigray province only 38 have returned, the UN’s
World Food Programme (WFP) spokeswoman Gemma Snowdon said in a statement. The report continued that, “at the
moment, this is the primary impediment to moving humanitarian aid into Tigray. We are unable to assemble convoys of
significant size due to lack of trucks," Snowdon said. WFP has no information about where the trucks are or what they are
being used for, Snowdon said. "We are continuing to work with transporters and local authorities in Tigray for trucks to be
released.WFP has no information about where the trucks are or what they are being used for”, Snowdon said.
 
On 1st September, Sean Jones, the USAID Mission Director to Ethiopia admitted TPLF was indeed attacking and stealing
food from aid storage depots. In an interview with Ethiopian Broadcasting Corporation (EBC), Sean Jones, accused forces
loyal to the Tigray People’s Liberation Front (TPLF) of looting food aid and causing intentional damage to its warehouses in
Amhara regional state. “We know for fact, much like the Eritreans were doing months ago in Tigray, in Amhara now, we now
know that the TPLF has, in every town they’ve gone into, they looted the warehouses, they’ve looted trucks and they have
caused a great deal of destruction in all the villages they have visited.
 
His criticism didn’t spare the Ethiopian National Defence Forces (ENDF). According to him, both have been engaged in theft
of food aid in Tigray. “To be honest throughout nine months of conflict all of the warning parties have been stealing aid.
Months ago, when the federal forces aligned with Eritrean forces were in Tigray, there was a lot of theft that was going on,
that was occurring.”
 
Afar and Amhara Regions Experience Terror and Destruction in the hands of TPLF
 
The Mai Khadra massacre of November 2020 has repeated itself in Chena & Kobbo in Amhara region, Kalikuma in Afar
region…
According to reports, in less than two months, the TPLF attack in Afar and Amhara regions resulted in series of massacres
in Kalikuma/Afar and Chena locality of Dabat district of North Gondar/Amhara. It was reported that the Mai Khadra
massacre in November 2020 left more than 1000 civilians killed before the TPLF fled the area. In the attack in Kalikuma,  Al-
Jazeera reported that the TPLF terrorist group killed 240 civilians, including 107 children. 
 
On the most recent attack in Kobbo town in northen Wollo, the Ethiopian Human Rights Commission (EHRC) said it had
received reports of massacre of civilians, which social media sources with links to the Kobbo area report well over 600
civilians have been killed and many more wounded. The Commission said that it is investigating the report, and called for
parties to the conflict, to respect and observe responsibility to protect civilians.                   

The UN and Ethiopian Human Rights Offices Conclude Joint Investigations of the Tigray Crisis 

The joint investigation team conducted investigations in Mekelle, Wukro, Samre, Alamata, Bora, Maichew, Dansha,
Maikadra, Humera, Gondar, and Bahir Dar, as well as in Addis Ababa. 

Between 16 May and 20 August 2021, the team carried out more than 200 interviews with victims and witnesses, regional
and national authorities, civil society organizations, religious institutions, medical and judicial authorities and humanitarian
agencies operating in Tigray. The team also examined documents, videos, photos and other material. While the mission was
unable to access some locations due to rapidly evolving security concerns and other difficulties, it spoke to victims and
witnesses who fled from these areas. 

“In spite of numerous security and logistical constraints, our joint team has managed to carry out a robust, impartial,  and
independent investigation that will provide a faithful account of the human rights situation in Tigray and should contribute to
accountability and redress for victims of the serious violations we have documented,” Office of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR), Michelle Bachelet said. Daniel Bekele, Chief Commissioner of the Ethiopian
Human Rights Commission (EHRC) added that the joint investigation team had carried out its work in line with commonly
agreed terms of reference, methods of work, deployment and an information collection plan.

“We were always guided by the principles of do-no-harm, independence, impartiality, transparency, objectivity, confidentiality,
integrity, sound standard of proof and consistency in applying a victim-centred approach,” Bekele said.

The team is currently analyzing the full range of information collected to produce their final report on November 1, 2021. 
 

HOW YOU CAN HELP

Follow

To keep up to date with AEPAC’s work, please follow us on Twitter, and Facebook for regular updates.

 

Share

Want to help push the voice of American-Ethiopians to the audiences who matter? Then please share these Tweets so that AEPAC’s

message is seen by more people across social media:

 

AEPAC Mission Video

 

Open letter to Members of Congress

 

Oped in Foreign Policy News
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P.O.Box 636 Kenneth Square, PA 19348

info@aepact.org  |  www.aepact.org
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