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I have read the joint report by the
United Nations High Commissioner for
Human Rights (OHCHR) and the
Ethiopian Human Rights Commission
(EHRC) which was released on
November 3, 2021. In general, the joint
report indicated that “all sides fighting in
the war in Ethiopia's northern region of
Tigray committed violations that may
amount to war crimes.”
As I read the report in detail, I found
that the joint report helps clear up the immense amount of misinformation and
unfounded allegations that have been repeated by some aspects of the
international media and politicians, accusing the government of genocide or
using food as a weapon in Tigray. Contrary to those serious allegations, the
report stated that the investigation team did not find evidence to support the
claim of “deliberate or wilful denial of humanitarian assistance to the civilian
population in Tigray or the use of starvation as a weapon of war.” Furthermore,
ABC News on November 3, 2021, reported that “the investigation didn’t identify
violations amounting to genocide.”
The joint report made it abundantly clear that the TPLF triggered the tragic
conflict and committed some of the most egregious human rights violations and
abuses. The report also acknowledged measures that have been taken by the
Ethiopian Government in setting up military tribunals to prosecute individuals
who have committed crimes during the conflict. The report further calls upon
the TPLF and others to also provide redress for the victims and abuses. It also
notes that the government is establishing a special prosecutor’s office and a
dedicated judicial bench to continue that work with a view to provide redress to
victims, ensure accountability and undertake preventive measures.
In a related development, recently a joint statement was released by 16
nations, the U.S. and UK included, praising the Ethiopian Government for its
efforts to prosecute those accused of crimes related to the conflict and for
ensuring redress to victims. These are some of the truths about the conflict in
Tigray which have been lost in much of the inaccurate and biased reporting
about the situation in Ethiopia. We totally and unequivocally reject any
violations of human rights by anyone in Ethiopia. We also appeal to the
international community to condemn the systematic and coordinated
propaganda campaigns to undermine the sovereignty and independence of
Ethiopia.
Finally, we also note that the joint investigation only covered events that took
place between November 2020 and June 2021- the time when TPLF provoked
the conflict in November 2020 and up to the time it expanded its invasion in
Amhara and Afar regions in June 2021. We hope there will be continued joint
investigations by the UN and EHRC about the ongoing human rights atrocities
committed by TPLF forces in the Amhara, Afar, and other regions of Ethiopia.
Thank you!
May God bless the people of the United States and Ethiopia.
Sincerely,

Mesfin Tegenu, AEPAC Chairman
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AEPAC ACTIVITY UPDATE
U.S. Mid-Term Election 2022 - The Election that May Flip the Power
Balance of the U.S. Congress
Although AEPAC has engaged with the offices of the two gubernatorial
candidates in VA about their positions on issues related to Ethiopia and USEthiopia relations, it was only the Republican candidate who was forthcoming
on his position of promoting US-Ethiopia trade. AEPAC did not endorse any of
the candidates as the criteria for endorsement were not satisfactorily met by
both. AEPAC supported the Ethiopian-American constituents in Virginia to
register and vote to get their voices heard. The majority of the voters voted their
conscience and cast their protest votes for the Republican candidate Glenn
Youngkin who finally ended garnering enough votes to beat the Democrat
candidate Terry McAuliffe. It now appears that the VA experience could weigh in
on the direction that the mid-term congressional election may go, which if it
happens it will mean an upset to the democrat control of government come
2022. What will be the impact and implications of the VA gubernatorial election
result for the midterm election of 2022 in the rest of the country? Please read
the following article by the Washington Post.
https://aepact.org/why-some-ethiopian-voters-in-virginia-swung-for-youngkinand-how-it-may-spell-trouble-for-democrats-elsewhere-by-teo-armusnovember-14-2021-source-washington-post/
AEPAC Election Campaign Strategy Implementation Update
In collaboration with its partners and supporters AEPAC has established a
National Election Campaign Committee (NECC) which has 40 members. This is
a national leadership organ that will coordinate, lead and manage the 2022 US
midterm election campaign which will take place throughout the United States
of America. In an effort to expand AEPAC structures on the ground, NECC is in
a process of forming State Election Campaign Committees (SECC) and District
Election Campaign Committees (DECC) that will engage priority candidates in
different states and districts in priority areas. Other committees that work in
support of the 2022 elections include Research, Campaign, Media, and Data
committees.
#No More Rallies in Twenty-Seven Cities in Five Continents

AEPAC partnered and participated in the #No More movement which was
successfully conducted in support of promoting Ethiopian-American relations,
opposing fake media, and interference in Ethiopia’s independence and
sovereignty.
The month of November saw several rallies in cities in the US, Europe, Middle
East, Asia, and Africa. The rallies were pro-Ethiopia/Abiy, anti-fake media
(singling out media such as CNN, NYT, AFP, AP, and Reuters). The rallies
called on the US and some European countries to take their hands off Ethiopia
and not get involved in the internal affairs of a sovereign state. The #No
More pro-Ethiopia/Eritrea rally held in over twenty-seven cities in five
continents was said to be the largest and peaceful rallies in recent memory and
is said to spur a new pan-African movement that will send a message to the
world that the age of colonialism/neo-colonialism is over.
There were several rallies held in Ethiopia’s capital and other cities to express
their support to Abiy, condemnation of the attack by TPLF, and express their
anger on US and some European countries' position in the conflict. The latest
event was a peaceful demonstration at the US and British Embassies in Addis
where concerned residents of the capital came out in their hundreds to express
their dismay about the non-friendly positions, actions, and opinions that some
government officials and major media in the two countries are expressing,
which the marchers feel Ethiopia being sabotaged by good old friends with
diplomatic ties that span several decades. The Ethiopian Political Parties’ Joint
Council, which consists of more than 50 parties, stated that a “destructive”
interference by the international community in Ethiopia is not acceptable.
https://youtu.be/YTKQYZeriWY
MEDIA
November has been an extraordinary month for our media activity. AEPAC has
been mentioned by CNN, Washington Post, Bloomberg, AP, Reuters and many
more. We believe this is a strong demonstration of the authoritative voice
AEPAC has now built and that our message is being heard on a national and
international level.
The delisting of AGOA was heartbreaking news for thousands of families in
Ethiopia and sadly the decision will see many jobs lost and businesses closed.
We issued a robust statement that was used prominently
in Bloomberg and AP’s coverage.
Some better news came at the start of November with the success of
Republican candidate Glenn Youngkin in the Virginia Governor’s race. While
AEPAC remains bipartisan, it was clear the diaspora in Virginia used their vote
as a strong protest against the Biden White House and the Democratic
leadership. We secured a number of reports highlighting the impact the
Ethiopian-American community had on the result. The best piece was by The
Washington Post which includes interviews with Chairman Mesfin Tegenu and
Gennet Negussie of the Global Ethiopian Advocacy Nexus.
Other notable successes from November include:
An op-ed drafted and placed on behalf of Chairman Mesfin Tegenu in the
Jerusalem Post: Israel must back democratic Ethiopian gov’t - opinion The Jerusalem Post (jpost.com)
A long-form article with Insider on the recent diaspora protests against the
Biden Administration: Ethiopian Americans Voice Frustration With Joe
Biden and Democrats (insider.com)
We also continue to challenge and respond to negative and false articles.
There have been a number of serious attempts by pro-TPLF supporters to call
for a ‘transitional government’ over the past month. This is a dangerous
narrative and is also not reflective of the reality of the current state of the
conflict. Working with former Ambassador Fisseha Adugna, we drafted and
placed a powerful letter in the Financial Times rubbishing this notion and calling
on the international community to support the democratically-elected
government of Ethiopia.
DIGITAL
The digital channels have come on in leaps and bounds in November. We have
stuck closely to our intention of keeping a strict messaging policy on social
channels; only posting and engaging with news that can be effectively verified.
This has strengthened the engagement of the channels, taking our Twitter
channel to a new high of over 609k tweet impressions and over 43.7k profile
visits, respectively a gain of 122.4% and 103.5% over the last period.
Our best performing content has been around the delisting from AGOA, which
has driven a huge engagement in our campaign to contact the Biden
administration to get it reversed. We have now had over 18k emails sent to
Administration officials requesting that they reverse the delisting, and we thank
everyone who engaged with this campaign. In addition to this, we created
multiple videos and graphical pieces of content with reporters and diaspora
members, boosting our cause.

NEWS AND CURRENT AFFAIRS
PM Abiy, Commander-In-Chief of the Armed Forces, Goes to the War
Front
“Our country is facing a grave danger to its existence, sovereignty, and unity.
And we can’t dispel this danger through the usual law enforcement systems
and procedures,” Justice Minister Gedion Timothewos told a state media
briefing on the rationale of a state of emergency.
On November 2, 2021, the Ethiopian government declared a state of
emergency that will last six months to contain the advances of the TPLF into
Amhara and Afar regions. The state of emergency grants federal authorities
sweeping powers to arrest/detain suspected persons, impose curfews and
suspend licenses of media outlets involved in fake news, and serve as
mouthpieces of destructive forces. It also provides for the government to order
citizens of military age to undergo training and accept military duties to defend
the independence and sovereignty of the nation.
Following the state of emergency, the Prime Minister, who is also the
commander-in-chief of the armed forces, made the following Twitter
statement: "Starting tomorrow (November 23), I will head to the war front to
lead the defense forces in person, urging citizens to "lead the country with a
sacrifice" and join him. "Those of you who aim to be one of Ethiopia's children
who will be celebrated in history, rise up today for your country, let's meet at the
war front." "In the past and in the present, the needs and lives of each and
every one of us is below [the needs of] Ethiopia," "We would rather die to save
Ethiopia than outlive Ethiopia." Abiy referred to the push as the "final fight to
save Ethiopia" from "internal and external enemies" who he claims are "ready
to build their strength on the weakness of Ethiopia."
The PM’s call is being responded to by people of all traits with unprecedented
enthusiasm and he is joined in the war front by government officials, renowned
athletes like Haile Gebreselassie and Lelissa Feyisa, veterans like General
Kassaye Chemeda, opposition party members, academics, artists, activists like
Neamin Zeleke, Andargachew Tsige, and Tamagn Beyene and diasporans. The
initial push of the TPLF towards Addis is being repulsed and occupied places in
the last several weeks are being retaken by the government forces.
UN and Ethiopian Human Rights Commission Joint Report and Reactions
From 16 May to 30 August 2021, the Ethiopian Human Rights Commission
(EHRC) and the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human
Rights (OHCHR) conducted a joint investigation into alleged human rights
violations and abuses, and violations of international humanitarian law and
refugee law committed in the context of the conflict in Tigray. The report found
that all sides in the conflict have committed human rights violations, including
torturing civilians, gang rapes, and arresting people based on ethnicity.
UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Michelle Bachelet said some of
those abuses may amount to war crimes and crimes against humanity.
Prime Minister Abiy said he accepted the report despite some "serious
reservations" and said it did not accuse the government of genocide or using
food as a weapon. He said a civil-military task force would be established to
investigate all the allegations in the report.
US and some EU members made a joint statement on the report and
appreciated the considerable challenges faced in gaining access to places,
people, and documentation, and commended OHCHR and EHRC for their
impartial and transparent work. They underscored the value of the investigation
in supporting justice and accountability on behalf of victims and survivors. They
reiterated their support for the stability, unity, and territorial integrity of Ethiopia.
TPLF at the outset had misgivings of the joint investigation that it cannot be
balanced based on its reservation on the neutrality of the Ethiopian human
rights commission.
https://aepact.org/ethiopian-pm-statement-on-joint-investigation-team-report-ofthe-ehrc-unohchr-november-3-2021/(opens in a new tab)
https://aepact.org/report-of-the-ethiopian-human-rights-commission-unhigh-commissioner-for-human-rights-on-conflict-in-tigray-november-22021/
The Shaky Sudan Deal & Prime Minister Hamdok’s Reinstatement
Following the declaration of Al-Burhan’s state of emergency, dismissal of the
transitional government on October 25, the house arrest of the Prime Minister
and most of his cabinet ministers, and the recent release of Prime
Minister Abdallah Hamdok from house arrest, there are still anti-government
rallies and unease in the political sphere. A shaky political agreement was
signed between the two leaders with Abdel Fattah al-Burhan reinstating the
Prime Minister without referring to his political base of the Forces for Freedom
and Change (FFC). There are dissenting voices from the civilian group saying
that this alliance is not in the interest of the people and the nation of
Sudan. Twelve cabinet ministers have submitted their resignation to the newly
reinstated Sudanese Prime Minister Abdalla Hamdok in protest against a
political deal between the Prime Minister and the country’s ruling Military
Council. The deal was largely welcomed by the international community as a
path for peace, but Sudanese pro-democracy activists have rejected it as an
“attempt to legitimize the coup”. Those who resigned include the ministers of
foreign affairs, justice, agriculture, irrigation, investment, and energy, according
to a statement issued by the ministers. The ministers of higher education, labor,
transport, health, youth, and religious affairs also tendered their resignation. It
is too early to tell whether the Burhan-Hamdok shaky agreement will turn the
political temperature higher and destabilize Sudan further. The implication for
Ethiopia of such a fluid situation is the delay in the tripartite negotiations over
the GERD and the resolution of the border crisis between the two countries.
President Olusegun Obasanjo and Mr. Jeffrey Feltman visit Ethiopia
Obsanjo made several visits to the greater East African region as part of his
peace mission and included meetings with PM Abiy and with TPLF in Mekelle.
He stated that he strongly believes that there is an opportunity – and more than
an opportunity, an absolute necessity – for all of the parties to stop, to talk, to
pull back, to get humanitarian assistance to flow, and ultimately to be at a table
together and negotiate through the various differences that have emerged over
the past year. He said he spoke with Ethiopian Deputy Prime Minister and
Foreign Minister Mekonnen and shared our deep concern over the ongoing
conflict, emphasizing the urgency of taking concrete steps for peace on the part
of everyone involved. He said, "I reiterated our call for all parties to urgently
and seriously engage in negotiations on a cessation of hostilities without
preconditions." He expressed his optimism that common ground towards a
peaceful resolution of the conflict can be secured. He said the interlocutors he
has engaged on all sides have stated their wish for peace, security, and stability
in Ethiopia. The main point of difference between the actors is in the means by
which they seek to achieve this essential objective. He added that war
represents a failure of politics. Thus dialogue remains the only reliable and
sustainable avenue to peace. There is no military solution to the conflict and
battlefield victory cannot guarantee political stability in Ethiopia.
https://aepact.org/statement-on-the-prospects-of-peace-in-ethiopia-by-h-eolusengun-obasanjo-november-13-2021/
Special Envoy Jeff Feltman gave a briefing after his latest visit to the region
where he said “there is some nascent progress in trying to get the parties to
move from a military confrontation to a negotiating process, but what concerns
us is that this fragile progress risks being outpaced by the alarming
developments on the ground that threaten Ethiopia’s overall stability and unity. I
want to be clear: The basis for talks to lead to de-escalation and a negotiated
ceasefire exists. Ethiopian Prime Minister Abiy told me again that his top
priority is to get the Tigrayan Defence Forces and the Tigrayan People’s
Liberation Front, the TDF and the TPLF, out of the lands that they have
occupied in the states of Amhara and Afar and get them back into Tigray. We
share that objective. The TDF and TPLF leaders that we have engaged tell us
that their top priority is to break the de facto humanitarian siege that the
Government of Ethiopia has imposed on Tigray since July. We share that
objective as well. And the two sides have given the same message to a
number of other diplomats and leaders, including former Nigerian President
Obasanjo, who, as you all know, serves as the African Union’s high
representative for the Horn of Africa”.
Regarding the position of the US and the role Ethiopian-Americans can play in
this situation, this is what Feltman said: Our goal is to support diplomacy as the
first, as the last, and as the only approach to address the underlying causes of
this conflict. We are not taking sides here. Rumors that we are supporting one
side are simply false. We have no intention of any engagement except
diplomatic engagement on behalf of international efforts to promote a political
process. Ethiopia’s neighbors, the African Union, the United Nations, and the
international community all agree: There is no time to waste in pivoting to
diplomacy. Ethiopian-Americans, too, have an important responsibility to create
a conducive atmosphere for de-escalation. For decades, Ethiopian-Americans
have been instrumental in advocating for reforms that would ensure that all
Ethiopians live in dignity with their basic human rights and freedoms respected.
Now is the time for Ethiopian-Americans to play a similar leadership role in
advocating for an end to incitement and fanning the flames of war.
https://aepact.org/briefing-with-u-s-special-envoy-for-the-horn-of-africaambassador-jeffrey-feltman-on-the-ongoing-situation-in-ethiopia-november-232021-source-us-department-of-state/(opens in a new tab)
US Secretary of State visit to Kenya and his joint press briefing with the
Kenyan Foreign Minister
Secretary Blinken was on a three-country visit to Kenya, Nigeria, and Senegal
to meet with the leaders to discuss a range of issues including US-Africa
relations, Covid19, and peace and security in general with the Ethiopia crisis
top in the agenda.
During a press release at the end of his visit to Kenya, Blinken emphasized the
need to press the parties to the conflict in Ethiopia to end hostilities immediately
and without preconditions, to stop human rights abuses and violations, to
provide humanitarian access for the millions in Northern Ethiopia who are in
dire need of life-saving supplies.
While Blinken was in Nairobi, President Uhuru Kenyatta was on a one-day
official visit to Ethiopia where he met with PM Abiy and discussed the progress
of the peace deal in the conflict in Ethiopia.
Raychelle Omamo, Blinken’s Kenyan counterpart foreign secretary responded
to questions from journalists as to whether or not we are hopeful for a ceasefire
after President Kenyatta’s visits to Ethiopia recently. Raychelle said to the
journalists that President Kenyatta deals with this issue as a friend and as a
neighbor of Ethiopia. She added: friends and neighbors believe in the potential
of their neighbors. We believe in the potential of Ethiopia to find a resolution to
this crisis. We believe that a ceasefire is possible. We believe that the other
conditions regarding humanitarian access are possible. We must believe in the
fortitude and the wisdom of the Ethiopian people because, in the end, the
solutions will come from them. What we must do as neighbors is to support, is
to counsel, is to hold hands, is to point in the right direction, to ensure that this
crisis, when it ends – and we believe it will end – will leave Ethiopia a stronger
nation, will leave Ethiopia a stronger partner and a country that is able once
again to guarantee the peace in our region. Let us not give up hope on the
people of Ethiopia. We must remain steadfast in being positive and being
engaged in this crisis. I thank you.
https://aepact.org/secretaries-blinken-of-the-us-and-omamo-of-kenya-jointpress-availability-november-17-2021-nairobi-source-us-dept-ofstate/(opens in a new tab)
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