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PRESS	RELEASE	–	FOR	IMMEDIATE	RELEASE 
	 
The	United	States	Should	Support	Disarming	of	the	Tigray	People’s	Liberation	Front	 
	 
The	American	Ethiopian	community	is	urging	the	White	House	and	State	Department	to	support	the	
disarming	of	the	TPLF	militia	to	secure	lasting	peace	in	Ethiopia. 
	 
The	Government	of	Ethiopia	and	the	TPLF	leadership	are	currently	engaged	in	peace	talks	in	South	
Africa,	mediated	by	the	African	Union. 
	 
The	talks	follow	significant	advances	by	the	Ethiopian	Federal	Forces	in	recent	weeks	and	they	have	
now	liberated	a	significant	number	of	towns	and	cities	in	Tigray. 
	 
The	Government	of	Ethiopia	has	publicly	committed	to	coordinate	with	humanitarian	agencies	to	
ensure	aid	and	services	are	restored	at	pace	in	the	areas	now	under	control	of	Ethiopian	Forces. 
	 
The	American	Ethiopian	Public	Affairs	Committee	(AEPAC)	has	contacted	US	Government	officials	
and	Members	of	Congress	to	call	on	them	to	support	the	Ethiopian	Government	upscale	aid	efforts. 
	 
Community	leaders	are	also	pushing	for	international	support	for	the	TPLF	rebels	to	lay	down	their	
arms	and	pursue	political	dialogue	rather	than	violence	in	an	effort	to	secure	lasting	peace	in	
Ethiopia. 
	 
The	most	recent	hostilities	broke	out	on	August	24th	when	the	TPLF	pulled	out	of	talks,	and	initiated	
an	offensive	in	the	Amhara	region	stating:	“the	African	Union	cannot	deliver	peace	to	Tigray.”	 
	 
The	Chairman	of	AEPAC	Mesfin	Tegenu	said: 
	 
“Reports	from	the	ground	in	Tigray	seem	to	be	encouraging.	The	towns	and	villages	which	have	
been	liberated	have	been	done	so	with	minimal	force,	citizens	have	been	protected,	aid	has	
restarted,	and	plans	are	in	place	for	essential	services	to	be	reinstated	in	areas	where	it	is	safe	to	do	
so. 
	 
“The	TPLF’s	attempts	to	steal	back	power	were	always	going	to	fail.	The	people	of	Ethiopia	have	not	
forgotten	the	27-years	of	their	authoritarian	regime. 
	 
“This	TPLF	initiated	war	is	all	about	power	and	corruption,	it	was	never	for	the	people	of	Tigray	as	
some	have	tried	to	argue,	and	action	taken	by	Ethiopian	Federal	Forces	has	been	an	essential	
defence	of	Ethiopia’s	democratic	journey	and	territorial	integrity.	 
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“As	peace	talks	progress,	we	want	the	United	States	to	play	a	positive	role.	One	critical	step	toward	
peace	must	be	for	the	rebel	group	to	lay	down	their	arms.	It	is	the	only	way	to	stabilise	and	rebuild	
impacted	regions.		 
	 
“Anti-American	sentiment	has	risen	dramatically	in	the	Horn	of	Africa	over	the	US’	perceived	
support	for	the	TPLF.	This	can	be	changed,	but	only	if	decision	makers	in	Washington	DC	recognise	
the	Ethiopian	people	want	this	war	to	end	and	the	only	way	to	achieve	it	is	for	the	TPLF	to	cease	its	
violence.” 
	 
AEPAC	representatives	recently	met	with	Congressman	and	Chairman	of	the	House	Foreign	Affairs	
Committee	Gregory	Meeks	to	encourage	Congress	and	the	Biden	administration	to	change	their	
foreign	policy	position	on	Ethiopia	and	to	be	a	more	positive	actor	in	the	country’s	search	for	peace	
and	recovery. 
	 
ENDS	 
	 
About	AEPAC 
The	American-Ethiopian	Public	Affairs	Committee	is	dedicated	to	promoting	a	positive,	synergetic	
relationship	between	the	United	States	and	Ethiopia.	AEPAC’s	core	mission	is	to	strengthen	and	
enhance	the	century-old	relationship	between	the	United	States	and	Ethiopia.	AEPAC	strives	to	
build	a	strong	partnership	based	on	the	common	interests	and	mutual	benefits	of	the	two	countries. 
More	information	on	our	work	can	be	found	here:	https://aepact.org/		|		@AmericaEthiopia 
	 
  
 


